THE BEST OF GOOD READING

ROBINSON CRUSOE

'"pHIS story, which made its author world
A   famous and will be read as long as boys
live, was at first named: "The Life and Strange
Surprising Adventures of Robinson Crusoe, of
York,  Mariner,  who lived eight-and-twenty
years all alone on an uninhabited Island on the
Coast of America near the Mouth of the great
River Oronoque, having been cast on shore
by shipwreck, wherein all the men perished but
iimself.   With an account how he was at last
strangely delivered by Pirates.    Written by
limself."   The title tells the story.   The book
s long, too, but what reader ever found it too
ong?  It pleased the men and women and chil-
Iren of two hundred years ago as much as it
)leases them now. It has been printed in count-
ess editions and in many languages. It was not
yritten until Daniel Defoe (1661-1731), the
luthor, was nearly sixty years old.

Defoe doubtless got the idea of "Robinson

>usoe" from the adventures of a Scots sailor

lamed Alexander Selkirk, who quarreled with

tis captain and was set ashore upon an unin-

tabited island where he remained for more than

our years, when he was rescued by a passing

hip and brought home to England.   Out of

his real experience the author built his fasci-

.ating account of such adventures as no one

Ise ever imagined.   Our pictures show some

f the striking incidents,

Of course our purpose is merely to remind you

f the remarkable tale, which you will wish to

sad at length, if you have not done so.  " Rob-

ason Crusoe" and the other stories which he

rrote afterward brought Defoe a comfortable

)rtune.   He built himself a handsome house,

ad carriages and horses, and lived in good

tyle.   But one day he disappeared, and for

two years lived as a homeless fugitive, dying in
1731 in loneliness. He made his stories so real
that it is difficult to believe that Robinson Cru-
soe was not an actual person and his adventures
true happenings. That is the highest art of
the story teller.

The story recites at great length the hero's
early life, his going to sea. suffering all sorts of
dangers and fortune, and at last being wrecked
on an island in the West Indies. Then begins
the description of his lonely experiences, It
was fifteen years before he saw a footprint, and
eight more before he found his man Friday, so
named because it was on Friday he appeared.
Later, cannibal savages were overcome, a
white man was rescued, and now a little com-
pany held the island, until one day an English
ship came in sight. This made it possible to
return to England, and after an absence of
thirty-five years Crusoe reached his native land,
bringing Friday with him. Other adventures
he had, but the life on the island during the
years when he was without a human companion
forms the most engrossing part of the story.
A good and inexpensive edition is that in
" Everyman's Library."
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